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As we move toward Christmas, we take the time to send Christmas greetings to
share the joy with our friends and families. Indeed, there’s no more festive time
of the year than Christmas! So, what makes the season so joyful? I believe that 6/15/2019(¥) 7:30 PM

the important reason for why we rejoice is because at the center of the Christmas = x=) 2024 7]\ xpd-2ot5]
message is a God of love who desires to be with us. That's right! God wants to be vt side Presbyterian Church

with us despite our sinfulness and lack of faith. Jesus left heaven to live on earth Ridgewood, NJ
with us and he is here to stay regardless of our iniquities. Therefore, we rejoice! . -
Good Neighbor Ministry
P.O. Box 110

“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Im-

Closter, NJ 07624
manuel”(which means “God with us™). (Matthew 1:23) L0

el. 201-759-5688
eighborministry.nj@gmail.com
Beloved! When Immanuel arrives again on this Christmas day, I hope that »

we become more aware of God’s love for his people and continue to serve
our neighbors with his grace and mercy. It's my honor and privilege to
serve with all the Good Neighbor families and I pray that God’s love,
peace, and hope be with you in the New Year. I wish you a Merry =
Christmas and a very happy New Year!

In gratitude,
Joon L. Chung
‘President of Good Neighbor Ministry
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Transcendent

G oing into the Good Neighbor Ensemble, I expected
to enter your everyday youth orchestra, and at first,

it seemed to be exactly that. [ was a new member, slightly
intimidated and lost amidst the more experienced mem-
bers. Being that [ was unfamiliar with the music, I put most
of my effort toward learning all the notes impeccably and
did not put much effort toward recognizing the significance
of the music. It was not until I began performing at nursing
homes that I realized how special the Good Neighbor En-
semble is.

One nursing home performance in particular really
struck home with me. After our regularly scheduled per-
formance concluded one day, the orchestra was packing up
to leave when one of the nursing home staff came over to
us and asked us if we would be willing to play for the Alz-
heimer’s residents on the lower floor. Naturally, the or-
chestra agreed to play. Entering through an alarmed door
that prevented residents from wandering from the room,
we were met with the dull, blank stares of the Alzheimer’s
residents. My heart broke for these seniors and I prayed
that they would find some joy in our performance. The or-
chestra decided to play just two songs: Somewhere Over
the Rainbow and God Bless America. While playing God
Bless America, one of the staff asked an Alzheimer’s resi-
dent to sing God Bless America for us. She began to sing
with such passion and excitement, and surely enough, more
and more residents began to join in. Witnessing the once-
aloof Alzheimer’s residents suddenly become revitalized
simply because of music was a truly beautiful moment that
sticks with me to this day.

That day, I left the nursing home feeling extremely
blessed to have seen such a heartwarming example of mu-
sic’s incredible ability to transcend the barriers of disease

The 19th Anniversary Good Nejghbor Ministry Benefit Concert
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and touch our hearts. Since then, each rehearsal and per-
formance has held a special place in my heart and I find
myself growing more empowered to share God’s unfailing
love through the wonderful gift of music. I would like to
sincerely thank the Good Neighbor Ensemble for allowing
me to bear witness to the amazing effect that music has on
us, and I would like to thank our heavenly Father for be-
stowing upon us the musical talents that enable us to ex-
pand his kingdom and glorify his name.

Danyoung Kim
Good Neighbor Ensemble
Bergen County Academies/Senior
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Buckingham at Norwood(1st Fl.), Sunrise of Cresskill,
Armenian Nursing & Rehabilitation,

County Manor Rehabilitation & Healthcare at Tenafly County Manor Rehabilitation & Healthcare at Tenafly

www.goodneighbornj.org 3
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Where’s the Beef?

I here’s a commercial from the 1980’s I think of from

time to time. It's where an old lady complains of the
size of her hamburger patty and states, “Where’s the
beef?” No, it’s not because I'm big on meat (well, maybe just
a little), but I often want to ask God this question, “Where’s
the fruit?” whenever I wonder if the area where I'm serving
really matters in the big scheme of things and is making a
difference in the world.

As followers of Christ, we know that in terms of fruit, God
is the one who does all the producing; we just need to be
available and obedient to the calling. However, if I'm being
completely honest, there have been times in my life when I've
felt frustrated from the lack of fruit or the rate at which it
grows in the lives of others I seek to help. Despite the effort
I've put into “watering” it, [ seldom see blooming flowers. It's
more like slim stalks wavering in the wind. And with this
frustration come discontentment, complaint, and guilt. (By
the way, these attributes are all contrary to the fruit of the
Holy Spirit so this leads me to repent, but the cycle repeats
nonetheless: work hard, complain, repent, repeat.)

As [ was alone at home finishing up my Bible study the
other day however, | came across a passage from my book
that really spoke to me:

“We all experience days when we're pulled in so
many directions that we feel as if we haven’t accom-
plished anything of value. But the gospel can help us
define our life goals and narrow our focus to what's
important so that we know where we should spend
our time and energy. If we determine to prioritize our
lives according to what will expand God’s kingdom in
our individual spheres of influence, then we will have
more days that are purposeful and fewer than aim-
less.”(1 and 2 Corinthians Community Bible Study)

I realized that the question I've wanted to ask God,
“Where’s the fruit?” is normal, but rather than stay in my cur-
rent state of quandary, I needed to re-access my current com-
mitments and where I'm feeling “fruitless,” ask Him for direc-
tion if where I am serving is where He wants me to be. Fur-
thermore, [ need to take the time to evaluate my purposes for
serving since sometimes, they could be for the wrong rea-
sons. For example, I stayed in an organization for more than
seven years because of an obligation I felt that [ “ought to do”,
but as my husband kept reminding me, “God loves a cheerful
giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7 ESV), I finally found the courage to
quit, and I felt as if a weight had been lifted off my shoulders
the day I went through with my decision. Hence, this verse
can pertain not only to our financial giving but also to the
giving of ourselves in ministry service.
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On the flip side, if you know that the ministry where you
are apart of is where God wants you to be, but you don’t see
the fruit, take heart since the fruit will come, just not in your
timing and perhaps not in your lifetime. Personally, when-
ever I think of the Good Neighbor Ministry, I am truly grateful
because it is an answer to prayer. As a teenager, | had prayed
for numerous opportunities to share the Gospel with others
and through Good Neighbor, He has provided. True, [ hadn’t
ever imagined that my sharing would be in a nursing home
twenty years later, but it's an answer to prayer nevertheless,
and I love that I can share His message each week. Further-
more, this ministry has given me the boldness to share the
Gospel outside the nursing home. Never once have I felt obli-
gated to share. It's a privilege, and the fact that I can serve
with a group of amazing women (as well as my mom) who all
love Jesus is just icing on the cake.

In closing, during this season of Advent, as a fellow ser-
vant of Christ and a Good Neighbor Ministry member, I en-
courage you, reader, to evaluate your commitments to see if
there is any fat you need to cut off in your life. Why? Because
by cutting off the fat, you can more readily enjoy the beef.
And by thoroughly enjoying the beef, you won’t be too con-
cerned about the fruit or the lack of it.

Maria Kim
Atrium Senior Living of Park Ridge,
Armenian Nursing & Rehabilitation
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2019 National YoungArts Winners
« Seog, Daniel: Classical Music/Violin (Finalist)

« Ku, Heechan: Classical Music/Violoncello (Honorable
Mention)

« Kwak, Donghyun: Classical Music/Violin (Merit)

« Kim, Soomin: Classical Music/Violoncello (Merit)
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