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The Epiphany of Joy

T he spirit of giving develops in many ways, often-
times in ways that remain hidden from awareness
for a long, long time. When I first entered the Good
Neighbor community, oblivious to what community ser-
vice entailed, its perpetual servitude, patience, and com-
mitment, [ expected to simply play my violin in front of
yet another audience, and when the assigned repertoire
was finished, I could go home and think nothing of the
weekly encounter. Although collectives allow for strong
emotions when everyone within them feel the zeal of
what the communities are striving for, even the slightest
indifference from one member of the group could poten-
tially jeopardize the spirit, and in my case, I at least
knew that I held some skepticism and general indiffer-
ence in my beginning stages as a musician in the Good
Neighbor Ensemble.

However, when that collective was stripped
away from me during my times of service in the summer
before freshman year of high school, I, vulnerable and
exposed, was fully able to analyze my position in these
acts of services, my role as an ignorant but privileged
boy who could provide happiness to the sick and elderly
with a mere stroke of my bow. With a newfound knowl-
edge of service not as choice but as moral and societal
obligation, I continued to partake in the ensemble with-
out reluctance or regret, attending the weekly Tuesday
rehearsals, travelling to nursing homes and rehabilita-
tion centers whenever there was no schedule conflict
with Juilliard Pre-College, and largely did so without bit-
terness for three more years. The problem with my
mindset, however, was not in its lack of negative feel-
ings, but the absence of active need. I understood service
as an obligation, but could not see that the obligation
brought about a kind of mutualism, in which happiness
in others brought me the same, genuine happiness.

With new responsibilities come new experi-
ences, however, and as I served as the concertmaster for
the Good Neighbor Ensemble in my senior year of high
school, I tried to see people and situations in a new per-
spective. Although as concertmaster, I did not gain that
burdensome of an additional set of responsibilities, I still
felt the pressure to set a good example and lead the oth-
ers both musically and philosophically. Whether I did so
through giving tips on technicalities, such as fingerings,
bowings, and intonation work, or through general direc-
tions regarding etiquettes and organization, I tried my
best to perform according to my title. Even with a year of
working in a position of leadership, however, I found it
rather difficult to naturally transition into a new, higher
state of mind. Finding that active joy in spending my
time and energy solely for the happiness of others was
so hard to achieve. Of course, one could always force that
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mentality upon himself, but I aspired for a more visceral,
organic epiphany.

Despite all the internal concerns, I continued to
serve and search, but what I did not realize was that
many epiphanies do not reveal themselves in opaque,
conspicuous manners, but through subtleties within rou-
tine. During the final concert, I watched the audience’s
faces gleam up with happiness as we played the Beatles
songs, especially during Blackbird. Then I saw that the
happiness felt by serving others did not come as a big,
one-time gift; rather, it was something to strive for on a
daily level, to give smiles and to feed off of the smiles of
others, as the present positivity, in the now, was what
mattered most.

Andrew Kim/Good Neighbor Ensemble
Harvard University
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A Letter of Thanks.....

Dear Donors,

I'm sorry I couldn’t send this letter sooner, but I
really wanted to spend a good amount of time to collect all
my thoughts so that I can write everything [ want to say.
First of all, thank you for selecting me as the winner of the
Myung Shin Kim Memorial Scholarship and of course for
all your generous donations. When I applied I didn’t know
much about what this scholarship represented or the
story behind it. After going to the ceremony and hearing
about all of Ms. Kim’s accomplishments, I feel even more
honored to be receiving this award. Ms. Kim led a truly
inspiring life, in which she only gave to others out of pure
joy. I have received more than just money, but also a true
understanding of what it means to live out God’s love.

Every Tuesdays my parents would go to the nurs-
ing home to preach and worship with the elderly. A few
times 1 would come and help as well, but [ never knew
this organization, the Good Neighbor Ministry started
from such a small seed. The video about Ms. Kim showed
me how she started small, but worked her way to this
beautiful organization. I feel more encouraged to find my
passions and use what I love for the work of God.

Currently, [ am choosing classes I'm going to take
in college. There are so many classes [ want to take and
learn. This scholarship is such a blessing to my future and
will be used to help further my studies. I'm strongly
thinking about going into the medical field and help those
around me just as Ms. Kim did. [ ensure you all that I will
continue to work hard as I head off to a new chapter in
my life and hopefully spread God'’s love. Once again thank
you all so much for this award and introducing me to
such an inspiring woman.

Sincerely,

Noelle Oh
Scholarship Award Recipient
Emory University
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The Great Gift

J oining the Good Neighbor Ministry Ensemble has
been one of the greatest gifts and pleasures of
my life. For the past three years, I have learned so
many valuable lessons through this ministry. Perform-
ing at various nursing homes, churches, events, and
organizations, has captured me to be more dedicated
with music and with the residents.

This year, I was
appointed as a concert-
master of the Good
Neighbor Ensemble. I
was delighted, but at
the same time, I was
hesitant. This meant
that attending all the
rehearsals and concerts
were mandatory. | was
no longer only responsi-
ble for myself but [ was
responsible for all the
activities of the Ensem-
ble. However, as time passed by, I learned that taking
the leadership position from Good Neighbor Ensemble
had benefited me to become a more mature musician.

As a musician, I have learned music is the
most valuable gift that I can share with anyone. No
matter who sits in the audience, they can equally
share and enjoy. It can be passion, inspiration, cour-
age, exuberance, melancholy, and indescribable feel-
ings to people. Music is something that not only moves
everyone’s heart but also represents human dignity,
civilization, compassion, and peace. The harmonies
never fail to navigate into the inward places of the
soul. Also, seeing people communicate through music
despite their different backgrounds is quite wonderful.

This ensemble has not only improved me as a
leader, but has also transformed me as a person,
teaching me patience, leadership and endurance. ['ve
learned how vital communication and teamwork is
through this ministry. This invaluable experience I've
gained at GNE has inspired me to continue my future
with music.

Young Ye Roh/Good Neighbor Ensemble
Manhattan School of Music

www.goodneighbornj.org 3
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My GNE Experience

Good Neighbor Ministry has truly been a blessing
throughout my high school years. Giving all glory

and thanks to God, every function of our group—
whether it be the youth orchestra, the board of leaders,
or the volunteers— works tirelessly with one shared
goal. Our mission is to spread the gospel and God’s love
by personally visiting various nursing homes in Bergen
and Passaic counties to either give performances as an
ensemble or have a time of service and fellowship with
the senior citizens. The orchestra plays melodious mu-
sic on rotating Saturday schedules, and the volunteers
provide genuine relationships for the seniors during the
weekly morning services. The heart that every member
of this ministry has for Christ, volunteerism, and senior
citizens is both astonishing and humbling.

As the principal flute of the Good Neighbor En-
semble, I have gained so much more than I could have
ever contributed. The Tuesday night rehearsals not only
taught me responsibility and patience but also intro-
duced me to those who are passionate about music and
God. Between the weekly rehearsals and biweekly per-
formances, soon the unfamiliar faces became my closest
friends; sharing a passion really does bring people to-
gether. With a vast mix of personalities and an array of
different backgrounds, we came together harmoniously
under our current conductor, Dongmin Kim. Especially
during rehearsals, we were encouraged to contribute
our opinions and provide constructive criticism to help
our entire orchestra. I really appreciated this aspect of
the ensemble because I felt that with active volunteers,
we were truly cooperating with humble hearts towards
the same goal. | was excited to be given the opportunity
to use my talents to give back to the seniors.

Seeing the smiles on the faces of senior citizens
at nursing homes is the most rewarding gift of volun-
teering. Some even dance when we play up-tempo
pieces and being a source of happiness for them brings
me happiness in itself. Many times we had the chance to
speak with them after the concert, and they always
asked, “When is the next time you guys will come to
play for us again?” I was always touched when they in-
vited us again because that meant we were one step
closer to achieving our goal. Often they would have
tears in their eyes and often I would find myself also in
tears, overwhelmed with inexplicable emotions. We
would share these flood of various emotions and form a
connection with the seniors.
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This year, our annual benefit concert was on
June 17th, and I would humbly say it was a success. We
beautifully performed the pieces we had been rehears-
ing for the past ten weeks and even played a Beatles
medley with trumpet soloist, Brandon Ridenour. While
these were the highlights of our concert, my favorite
part was at the end when the choir, comprised of volun-
teers and parents, and the orchestra, comprised of stu-
dents, performed hymns together even with the audi-
ence; this tradition is something I will never forget.
While [ graduate and leave the orchestra with heavy
footsteps, I know that Good Neighbor Ministry will for-
ever have a place in my heart as an integral part of my
high school career.

Eunjung Choi/Good Neighbor Ensemble
New York University

Myung Shin Kim Memorial Scholarship Awards
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Day Place Volunteer
2 Bristol Manor Health Care Center W20 A OIE Z148] A BER 1. All National Honor’s Orchestra: Sarah Hwang(Va.)
i e KOH3| HAF OIS HI7}5| AP EHE 2. Blue Mountain Chamber Music Festival: Peter Park(Vn.)
Buckingham at Norwood (1™ Fl.) 0|28 2 (MAE) 3. Luxembourg Vianden Music Festival:
2124 A 0IE Paul Dunn(L2), Hee Soo Bok(Vn.), Christy Chang(Vn.)
Oradell Health Care Center HRE0| ALt R A2, 4. Meadowmount School of Music: Daniel Seog(Vn.)
a3 3= (2R, A BAED) 5. NJARCO Youth Orchestra:
715108 AL Ol 71204 AIALHER i ) ] )
Sunrise of Old Tappan f_'f: ;A} ;ial-l.- ._;;L;-r, N Judie Suh(Va.), Aaron Rhee(Vc.), Joseph Lee(Vc.)
SHE SAHEetell), 2 AL (ER) 6. NYU Summer Woodwind Institute: Grace Kim(FL)
8 Atrium Post Acute Care of WayneView  O|0[2|AF ALR 0L, ZIBiH ZIAF R 7. Perlman Music Program: David Kwak(Vn.)
Atrium Senior Living of Park Ridge Maria Kim 214 Q1%, 8{715] A} 3 8. Noel Cho: National Young Artist Chamber Music and
' . Sue Lee ZAHOIE, 2 5| ZIAFEIZ, Ensemble Competition Grand Prize, Great Composers
Sunrise of Cresskill 0|52 22 (MAE) Competition Grand Prize, Kinhaven Music School
- Amanda Bae ZIAH/Susan Lee ZIAFOIE, 9. Lindsey Jung: National Artist Competition 2rd Prize,
The Lillian Booth Actors Home 31401 A B2 210470 A4 (Hho]22) New York Artist International Competition 1st Prize
SHAT Q042) HES A OIE, A5 ATt 10. Andrew Kim: National Youth Orchestra(NYO) USA,
: . - Mexico, Ecuador, Columbia &3]2<
. Buckingham at Norwood Care & Jeannie HwangXAy O, 3HOFY ZAt HEZ, o _ .
™ Rehabilitation Center, Norwood 27 F2 @), YEA UM (ED) 11. Mission Trip: Yuna Chung(Bolivia)
County Manor Rehabilitation & Z3e UM, 0B A oI, ojgig vz, | 12, 3= 2 Eunjung Choi, Yuna Chung, Chris Jin, Paul
Healthcare, Tenafly 0|22 HZ2(MAE) Yoon, Julia Jeong
Sunrise of Paramus Eié%! AR, WAL ¥ HEAHES), 13. 2191 ©9: Sebin Bok, Christy Chang, Paul Jeong,
RACK Ak Lindsey Jung, Grace Kim, Sean Kim, Soomin Kim,
Brookdale Emerson 20|74 AMolE David Kwak, Abigail Lim, Chloe Nam
. . e Maria Kim M4 ol 20 At B3
E i b
= Armenian Nursing & Rehabilitation 0|28 X2 (UAE)
Atrium Post Acute Care of Wayne AAS UM AL, NS HALHF TEE E2 T YA LY
Bergen County Health Care Center 223t 3t Brenda Z ZAQIE, .
Rockleigh O[] AL 243 ZA B2 9¢ 17¥¢(¥) 11:00 AM Paramus Sunrise
. 2 ol(e .
Buckln'g.harn at Norwood_Care & 0|2 A Ol 23] A 1 9¢ 23Y(E) 2:00 PM Oradel} Health Care Center
Rehabilitation Center, 23| %22 949 30¥(%¥) 4:00 PM AR F4 ti7tA] @Overpeck Park
Oakland Rehabilitation & Healthcare H29 A Ol O[3 ZABER 102 082(¥)11:00AM Cresskill Sunrise
Center 10 14¥(%E) 2:00 PM Brookdale Emerson
Woodcrest Health Care Center, 0|54 HEAFOIE, B2 AL IR, o] Heol(E ) A-
New Milford QN7 A2, 25 B2 (222 10¥ 28Y(E) 2:00 PM Tenafly County Manor
: 2] ol(E . 3
5 Atrium Post Acute Care of - 114€ 114(%) 2:00 PM Rockleigh
Park Ridge ' 11€¥ 12¢(¥) 11:00 AM Atrium Senior Living Of Park Ridge
0[0f3]| YA QI Uz3| HAF Ut 11¥€ 18¥(E) 2:30 PM Emerson Armenian
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